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1. Event format overview 

The debate will be held offline from 22-23rd November 2025, hosted in Indraprastha College 
For Women–Delhi University. Detailed agenda for the event can be accessed via this link. 

General guidelines 

# Category Description 

1 
Modified Asian 
Parliamentary debate 
format 

- 32 participating teams 

- 3 speakers per team  

- The speaker order is as follows  

 

2 Competing rounds 

- 4 preliminary debate rounds (to happen one after the 
other on 22.11.2025) 

- 16 debates will be happening simultaneously 

- Semi-Finals & Finals (to happen on 23.11.2025, 4/32 
teams from Day-1 will proceed to Semi-Finals) 

3 Time duration per debate 

Each round has been allocated a time duration of 
approximately 1 hour 15 minutes 

The time allocation is as follows: 

Ranking motions - 5 minutes (Three options for 
motions i.e. topics for the debate will be provided, and 
the competing teams will rank their preferences for 
the motion on which they would want to debate) 

Preparation time - 10 minutes 

Speaking time - 5 min per speaker for first speeches 
and 2 min for reply speeches 

Panel discussion & feedback - 10 mins 
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4 
Procedure for motion 
selection 

Each of the debating rounds will be based upon a 
theme and three motion statements derived from the 
theme. The themes for the event are - Public Health 
Care, Climate, Education, Technology, Governance, 
Gender, and Urban Development (in no particular 
order). 

 

The two competing teams will vote the 3 motions in 
order of their preference. 

- In case both teams veto two different motions, then 
the remaining one is the motion for debate 

- In case both teams have the same motion as first 
preference, then that is the motion for debate 

- In case these combinations don't work, then a coin 
flip selection will be done 

 

The term ‘Veto’ refers to a motion which has been 
ranked the lowest by the team. 

5 Adjudicator panel 

- For the 4 preliminary in-rounds the panel will 
compose of a GDi official, Social sector expert and an 
Invited debater adjudicator 

- For the Semi Finals & Finals the panel will compose of 
a Senior bureaucrat, Founder&CEO, GDi Partners and 
an Invited Adjudicator/Representation from media 
houses 

6 Scoring criteria 
The judges will score teams using TabbyCat, an online 
debate platform, following the University of Asian 
Debating Championship scoring guide 

 

1.1 Venue  

Indraprastha College for Women (IPCW), Delhi University  

 

1.2 Reporting Time  

● Day 1: 8:30 AM  

● Day 2: 9:30 AM  

 

 

4 | www.gdipartners.in  
 



 

1.3 Dress Code  

Semi-formal attire is mandatory for all participants.  

 

1.4 Identity Proof  

Participants must carry a valid identity proof (college ID, government ID, or 
equivalent) for verification during registration. ​
 

1.5 Motion Selection Examples  

The motion for each round will be determined based on how both teams rank the 
three released motions.  

Teams are strongly encouraged to use the following convention while ranking:  

● ‘1’ = Preferred motion (the motion the team most wants to debate)  

● ‘3’ = Vetoed motion (the motion the team does not want to debate)  

A motion ranked ‘3’ by either team is considered vetoed, and cannot be selected for 
that round.  

# Scenrio Outcome 

1  Same First Preference Team Rankings:  

• Team 1: 1 – 2 – 3  

• Team 2: 1 – 3 – 2  

Outcome: Motion 1 is selected.  

(No coin toss required.) 

2  Same Veto Team Rankings:  

• Team 1: 3 – 1 – 2  

• Team 2: 3 – 2 – 1  

Outcome: Motion 3 is eliminated.  

Teams differ on first preference → coin toss 
between Motions 1 and 2. 

3  Different Vetos Team Rankings:  

• Team 1: 3 – 1 – 2  

• Team 2: 2 – 1 – 3  

Outcome: Only Motion 1 is not vetoed → 
Motion 1 is selected.  

(No coin toss required.) 
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4  Full Mismatch Team Rankings:  

• Team 1: 1 – 2 – 3  

• Team 2: 2 – 3 – 1  

Outcome: No common preference → coin toss 
decides between first preferences. 

 

1.6 Speaker Order 

● The Asian Parliamentary format follows an alternating sequence, where each 
Government speaker is followed by an Opposition speaker. This continues through all 
main speeches.  

● For the final segment — the Reply Speeches — the order is reversed: the Opposition 
Reply speaks first, followed by the Government Reply  

 

 

 

1.7 Speaker Roles  

Prime Minister (Opening Government – Speaker 1)  

1.​ Establishes the team’s stance, context, and key definitions for the 
debate.  

2.​ Presents the policy or model (if the motion requires one).  

3.​ Delivers the core arguments supporting the motion.  

 

Leader of the Opposition (Opening Opposition – Speaker 1)  

1.​ Establishes the Opposition’s clash and, where relevant, counter-policy.  

2.​ Accepts or rejects definitions/context set by the Prime Minister (with 
justification).  
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3.​ Rebuts the Prime Minister’s arguments.  

4.​ Presents the main arguments against the motion.  

 

Deputy Prime Minister (Opening Government – Speaker 2)  

1.​ Rebuts the Leader of the Opposition’s arguments.  

2.​ Rebuilds and strengthens the Prime Minister’s case.  

3.​ Introduces additional arguments supporting the motion.  

 

Deputy Leader of the Opposition (Opening Opposition – Speaker 2)  

1.​ Rebuts the Deputy Prime Minister’s arguments.  

2.​ Rebuilds and reinforces the Leader of the Opposition’s case.  

3.​ Presents additional arguments against the motion.  

 

Government Whip (Closing Government – Speaker 3)  

1.​ Provides a structured summary of the debate from the Government’s 
perspective.  

2.​ Identifies key issues and clashes, framing them to support the Government 
bench.  

3.​ Rebuts remaining Opposition arguments.  

4.​ Defends and solidifies their bench’s overall case. (No new arguments 
introduced.) 

 

Opposition Whip (Closing Opposition – Speaker 3)  

1.​ Summarises the debate from the Opposition’s perspective.  

2.​ Highlights the major clashes and explains why the Opposition wins them.  

3.​ Rebuts any remaining Government arguments.  

4.​ Defends the overall Opposition bench case. (No new arguments introduced) 

 

Government Reply (Delivered by any Opening Government Speaker)  

1.​ Does not introduce new arguments or responses.  

2.​ Provides a biased, structured assessment of the debate using judging metrics to show 
why the Government bench wins.  

 

Opposition Reply (Delivered by any Opening Opposition Speaker)  

1.​ Does not introduce new arguments or responses.  

2.​ Provides a biased, structured assessment of the debate using judging metrics to show 
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why the Opposition bench wins.  

 

1.8 Scoring & Announcements  

Scoring Process  

1.​ All rounds will be scored using TabbyCat, the official debate tabulation and adjudication 
platform.  

2.​ Judges will evaluate teams based on the University of Asian Debating Championship 
(UADC) scoring criteria.  

 

Post-Round Updates & Feedback  

1.​ After every debating round, the TabbyCat system will be updated with the latest scores 
and rankings.  

2.​ The verdict will not be announced after the debate. Judges will provide general 
feedback to both teams at the end of each round. This feedback will focus on overall 
strengths, areas for improvement, and key takeaways, rather than detailed case-by-case 
evaluations.  

3.​ A short Q&A (5 minutes) will be opened after the general feedback for participants to 
clarify judging parameters or seek constructive input.  

 

Day 1 Closing Announcement  

1.​ At the end of Day 1, after all four preliminary rounds are completed and the TabbyCat 
rankings are finalised, the top 4 teams will be announced.  

2.​ These teams will proceed to: Semi-Finals, followed by Finals on Day 2  

3.​ The announcement will be shared onsite and simultaneously updated on the TabbyCat 
platform to ensure transparency and visibility for all participants.  

 

1.9 Do’s and Don’ts  

Do’s  

1.​ Understand the Debate Format: Be fully aware of the Modified Asian Parliamentary 
structure, speaking order, and reply speech rules.  

2.​ Study the Motions Carefully: Read all three motions thoroughly before ranking. Ensure 
the ranking reflects your team’s comfort and strategy.  

3.​ Use Preparation Time Wisely: Split roles, structure arguments, align on examples, and 
plan rebuttals within the designated 10 minutes.  

4.​ Base Arguments on Logic & Evidence: Use credible reasoning, data, policy references, 
and clear examples to support your stance.  

5.​ Listen Attentively: Note key points from opponents’ speeches for targeted rebuttals.  

6.​  Respect Timings: Stick to the 5-minute constructive speeches and 2-minute reply 
speeches.  
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7.​ Maintain Decorum: Be respectful to judges, organisers, and participants at 
all times.  

8.​ Follow Judges’ & Volunteers’ Signals & Guidance: Adhere to time flags, seating 
guidance, and all procedural instructions provided by the judges and the assigned 
volunteer in the room.  

9.​ Adhere to the Equity Policy: Policy Familiarise yourself with the event’s Equity Policy 
and ensure your conduct aligns with its guidelines on respect, inclusion, and safe 
participation.  

Don’ts  

Device & Digital Restrictions  

1.​ Do not use mobile phones during prep time or the round.  

2.​ Do not use AI tools or generative assistants (ChatGPT, Bard, Claude, etc.).  

3.​ Do not use the internet for browsing or fact-checking.  

4.​ Do not communicate with anyone outside your team during prep or speeches. 
Behavioural Restrictions  

5.​ Do not interrupt any speaker.  

6.​ Do not exceed speaking time.  

7.​ Do not engage in personal attacks or derogatory language.  

8.​ Do not misgender, stereotype, or make comments relating to identity. (All forms of 
disrespectful or exclusionary behaviour are prohibited)  

9.​ Do not display aggressive behaviour — avoid hostile gestures or tone.  

Content & Argumentation Restrictions 

1.​ Do not deviate from the selected motion.  
2.​ Do not fabricate data or present unverifiable claims.  

 

1.10 Communication & Assistance  

1.​ Participants may reach out to the volunteers present in the room for any clarifications, 
logistical assistance, or support during the event.  

2.​ For any issues beyond the room-level (technical glitches, TabbyCat queries, or 
escalations), volunteers will coordinate with the organising team and ensure timely 
resolution.  

3.​ For any equity or grievance-related concerns, the volunteer will direct the participant 
to the Equity Team 

9 | www.gdipartners.in  
 


	 
	        Table of Contents 
	 
	 
	1. Event format overview 
	1.1 Venue  
	1.2 Reporting Time  
	1.3 Dress Code  
	1.4 Identity Proof  
	1.5 Motion Selection Examples  
	1.6 Speaker Order 
	1.7 Speaker Roles  
	1.8 Scoring & Announcements  
	 
	1.9 Do’s and Don’ts  
	1.10 Communication & Assistance  


